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Much of the work of the 

world-renowned Bell Tele- 

phone Laboratories, now 

mainly concentrated in New 
Jersey, is development of better equipment and 
methods — telephones, switching systems, and 
so On. 


However, a part of the Labs’ work is de- 
voted to basic research in many fields of science. 
Given time and freedom to work in areas where 
their curiosity leads them, these scientists have 
made many fundamental discoveries. 


One such discovery was made by Carl Jansky 
working at Holmdel in Monmouth County in 
1929. He found that the Earth is being continu- 
ously bombarded from outer space by “noise” 
which might be termed celestial static. He 
traced the noise to its source at the center of 
the Milky Way and so inaugurated the new 
science of radio astronomy. 


/ é | . \ 
oN YZ, lll 
Ss 7 


: ee ae 
f itt i Hi f 


vt 
«th 
‘ 


i 


————= 


i 


E 3 | 


ie 

Fi = 
~ 
~—-— 


\ 
\\\ 


S\ 


AY 


N 


Sometimes Bell Labs’ engineers or scientists 
evolve ideas or make discoveries that find prac- 
tical application years later in ways that were 
undreamed then. 


In 1933, Joseph Chaffee jotted down some 
ideas for a high fidelity radio receiver (for the 
technically minded, the application of negative 
feedback to an FM receiver). There seemed no 
practical need for it whatever at that time. 
However, when the Labs began its work on Echo 
and subsequently on Telstar, this receiver be- 
came an indispensable part of the system which 
made communicating with satellites feasible. 


Much of the day-to-day work of the Labora- 
tories, of course, deals with known problems 
and goals. As we said at the start, they are 
designing better apparatus, better and more 
economical methods, adding a new design here 
or a better part there. Their often inspired 
work helps us bring you better telephone service. 


Hollywood for years has been a 
synonym for “the movies.” But 
if you dig back a bit in time and 
geography, you'll find that New 
Jersey from about 1890 to 1920 
was the “Hollywood” of the silver 
screen in the long-gone heyday of 
the “silents.” 

Thomas A. Edison, of course, is the recognized 
creator of the motion picture. It was at his primi- 
tive West Orange studio, using the famed “Black 
Maria’”—a turn-table-mounted “studio”—that the 
first film of all was made about 1890, called The 
Fred Ott Sneeze (or “Fred Ott Sneezes’?) It 
showed a man sneezing and ran to all of 25 feet 
of film. The Great Train Robbery, made by 
Edison, was the first movie to have a script. 

New Jersey led the industry for years. You'll 
find Fort Lee and Singac, in the Little Falls area, 
serving as scenic backdrops for many a tear- 
streaked drama and blood-chilling thriller. D. W. 
Griffith, early giant among producers, directed 
a galaxy of stars here which included Marian 
Davies, Dorothy and Lillian Gish, Mack Sennett, 
Francis X. Bushman, Milton Sills, Conway Tearle, 
Wallace Reid. Old-timers still recall Pearl White 
in many a “cliff-hanger” done on the sheer sides of 
the Palisades in weekly serial episodes—Perils of 
Pauline, Hazards of Helen, Exploits of Elaine 
(“To Be Continued Next Week—Will She Escape 
the Villain’s Clutches?”) 

Local residents got $5 a day as “extras.” Any- 
one who could ride a horse automatically qualified 
as a cowboy, and the placid Passaic River often 
rang to war-whooping “Indians” paddling canoes 
before the grinding cameras. 

About 1920, Griffith started the great trek west, 
seeking California’s more brilliant and constant 
sunlight, since good natural lighting was an im- 
portant factor in making those old-time “flickers.” 


Our State Motor Vehicle 
people say that drinking 
figures in 50% of all auto- 
mobile fatalities in New 
Jersey. Alcohol and gaso- 
line just don’t mix, as 
liquids, or in drivers. 


Even Better Bargain 


Do you know about the 
new extra-reduced rates for 
phone calls within New 
Jersey between 9 p.m. and 
4:30 a.m.? During that 
period, you can call any- 
where within the State for 
35¢ or less (3-minute rate) 
depending on the distance. 
For example, the regular 
evening-and-Sunday rate 
between Newark and 
Wildwood drops from 60¢ 
to 35¢. (Person-to-Person, 
Collect and Credit Card 
calls are not included in 
these new reductions.) 


Terror at Night 


One pre-dawn morning 
in 1898 in the Princeton 
area, a horrifying bellow 
roared across the peaceful 
countryside. People came 
wide-eyed and fearful from 
their beds. After dawn, the 
more stalwart formed a 


posse, hastened to Washing- 
ton Road bridge over the 
Delaware and Raritan 
Canal, and there found a 
small steamer tied up, car- 
rying newspaper men home 
to New York from cover- 
ing the Spanish-American 
War in Cuba. It was the 
vessel’s signal—first “steam 
siren” anyone had heard in 
those parts—that caused the 
uproar. Everyone felt sort 
of silly afterward. 


The Fastest Way 


Most New Jerseyans now 
dial distant places direct, 
merely by dialing the Area 
Code, then the desired 
phone number. Do your 
out-of-state friends know 
your Area Code?—to reach 
you the quickest way? In 
North Jersey, it’s 201; in 
South Jersey, 609, Might 
let them know, next time 
you phone or write. 


Lots of Pigeons 


An account written in 
1765 tells of flights of wild 
pigeons crossing Cape May 
in such numbers as to 
darken the sky. Alighting 
on trees, their weight 
sometimes tore down big 
branches. Ornithologists be- 
lieve these were the famed 
“passenger pigeons,” now 
extinct because they were 
slaughtered for the dinner 
table by the millions. 


Got His Goat 


We're assured of the 
truth of an item about a 
chap calling police from a 
highway phone booth ask- 
ing for help—a goat had 
him trapped. The desk ser- 
geant, skeptical, sent aid 
and, sure enough, a goateed 
quadruped did have the 
caller holed up. Normally 
these booths are life-savers 
to motorists stranded by 
ailing cars—or for hus- 
bands (or wives) delayed 
en route home. You’ll usu- 
ally find you’re not far 
from one of these handy 
roadside telephones. 


It’s a Gift 

Is there a birthday or 
maybe an anniversary com- 
ing up in your household? 
What nicer remembrance 
than an extension phone? 
Perhaps a handy hang-up 
phone for the kitchen. Or a 
Princess phone for a daugh- 
ter, in her bedroom, for 
privacy on those extra- 
special calls. In color they’re 
mighty attractive, and the 
cost is low. Ask our Busi- 
ness Office about them, 


CALL ANYWHERE, BUT DIAL WITH CARE 


Red Ads Got Read 


More and more news- 
papers these days offer ad- 
vertisers a choice of color 
in their printed messages. 
That’s old stuff in New 
Jersey. The Rutgers School 
of Journalism reports that 
the Dover Iron Era for 
December 16, 1882, came 
out with an all-advertising 
front page in smashing 
red-and-black inks. 


Papa Got Scolded 


Today’s common white 
sugar was almost unknown 
to most New Jersey folks 
in Colonial times, and even 
brown sugar was a luxury. 
Molasses and maple syrup 
were most used as a sweet- 
ening. One old tale tells of 
the daughters of a would-be 
fashionable family bringing 
home some genuine white 
sugar. Papa, at dinner, mis- 
took it for salt, sprinkled it 
on his meat, made a dis- 
gusted face, and got bawled 
out by his spouse for being 
an ignoramus, and waste- 
ful to boot. 


Our Front Cover 


The front cover this 
month is by Charles Mc- 
Vicker, of Princeton, por- 
traying early days in the 
motion picture industry, 
which for years was cen- 
tered in New Jersey. See 
“About New Jersey” story. 
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c “News y, 
is issued by the ds 'Y 
New Jersey Bell Telephone 


Company, an organization of 
New Jersey men and women, 
working to nant the 
best telephone service to 
the people in New Jersey. 
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The American 
Red Cross, 
with its many 
chapters in 
New Jersey, 
again needs 
your support. Best known for 
its work in disaster areas, 
the Red Cross performs many 
other services, too. Help- 
ing the blind, for example. 
Another, the Red Cross Blood 
Bank, can mean, quite liter- 
ally, the difference between 
life and death. Your con- 
tribution is vitally needed by 
this great organization that 
has done such an outstand- 
ing job for so many years. 


